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09th May 2016

WTCC Surprises at the Race of Morocco

The Dutchman Tom Coronel needed all his 28 years of driving experience and skill to keep current World Champion Jose Maria “Pechito” Lopez at bay to come away with a superb win in the opening race at Marrakech yesterday. During the press conference that followed Coronel expressed his satisfaction at the way the race progressed from P7 and how he knew the importance of making “no mistakes” would be vital to cross the chequered flag first.

Following a promising start from James Thompson, who led at the beginning, only to be hampered by a spin as a result of a tap from Hugo Valente – who was penalised with a drive through, offering Tom Coronel the led, the Citroen drivers Lopez and Muller tried hard to put Coronel under a lot of pressure.

This was Coronel’s first outright victory since Japan in September 2013. Muller completed the podium after Lopez and managing to keep the trio of factory Hondas, Monteiro, Michelisz and Huff – behind.

The much expected home hero, Mehdi Bennani had to settle for 9th, from a P14 at the start.

In the main race, the British driver and 2012 World Champion Huff, led a one-two-three for Honda under the Moroccan rain. Later described by “Huffy” as a very “tricky race”, due not only to the wet conditions but also the recently laid asphalt on the new-look Circuit Moulay El Hassan. All this added to the fact that the circuit itself does not offer so many opportunities for clean overtaking, ensured the main race was exciting and with the Citroen cars, especially Lopez pushing hard nothing would be decided from the outset.

So hard did Lopez push in the end that on lap five he went wide and it was the opportunity for Thiago to regain his third spot, which he had lost to the Argentine Champion on the first lap.

Eventually Lopez managed a fourth place which offers him consoling though valuable points for the Championship. Citroen colleague Yvan Muller was fifth and Gabrielle Tarquini followed in sixth place.

Again, home favourite Bennani, improved from the first race and managed a seventh place and a first in the WTCC Trophy, which rewards, the independent drivers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]After the race weekend in Morocco, the FIA World Touring Car Championship which has the Japanese Tyre manufacturer YOKOHAMA as Exclusive Tyre Supplier displays the following positions in the Drivers Championship;

Lopez	138	points
Monteiro	124	
Huff		  98	
Michelisz	  85
Bennani	  83
Muller	  79 
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